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Blisworth 
C O N S E R V A T I O N  A R E A  A P P R A I S A L  
A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N  
 

Adopted September 2015 

 
Blisworth is a place of special character and historic interest. This 
appraisal and management plan sets out the features that 
contribute to its distinctiveness and identifies opportunities for its 
preservation and enhancement.  
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Summary 

Summary of special interest 

Archaeological finds from across the village of 
Blisworth and the wider parish indicate activity 
as early as prehistoric and Roman times. The 
first written record of the settlement is in the 
Domesday Book when it is referred to as 
Blidesworthe, a medium sized settlement under 
the ownership of William Peverel.  

The oldest building in the village is the Church 
of St John the Baptist. The current building 
displays a variety of building phases from the 
13th, 14th and 15th centuries with subsequent 
alterations in the 20th century. 

The location of the early manor house is subject 
to debate. Past and current OS maps locate it to 
the north of the church on the site of a former 
Tudor-esque building whilst earlier records 
denote it as being on the site of the current 
Blisworth House. 

From the 17th-20th centuries large tracts of land 
and property were owned by the Dukes of 
Grafton who were influential in the village’s 
development and evolution. 

Initially employment would have been 
associated with agriculture and farming, which 
is still evident in the built form today. However, 
this changed dramatically during the Industrial 
Revolution with the improved transport 
infrastructure of the Grand Union Canal and 
railway offering greater opportunities in primary 
and trade industries. 

There are 24 listed structures within Blisworth 
Conservation Area, denoting them of special 
architectural and historic interest. There is also 
the stepped base of a free-standing medieval 
cross located in the churchyard and designated 
as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

 

 

 

 

Key characteristics 

Stone is the dominant building material within 
Blisworth Conservation Area. There are a 
number of distinctive properties that use 
limestone and ironstone banding, including No 3 
High Street, which Pevsner notes ‘as the best 
example in the district’ in its enthusiastic use of 
local materials. 

Many of the dwellings are 17th and 18th century 
in origin with later alterations. Smaller domestic 
terraced cottages tend to be 11/2 -2 storeys in 
height and run parallel to the highway creating a 
strong sense of enclosure. Larger farmhouses 
are found dispersed throughout the settlement 
and tend to sit gable end onto the road creating 
self-contained complexes. 

Larger properties are located to the west of the 
village, in the oldest part of Blisworth. These sit 
back within their plots removed from the 
immediate highway and separated from the 
main village with the use of boundary walls. 

Strong boundary lines are a feature of the 
conservation area created either by the built 
form that runs in close proximity to the highway 
or limestone and ironstone walls that continue 
this linear alignment. This gives homogeneity 
and continuity to the streetscape. 

Open space at the road junctions and to the 
west of the village provide relief from the strong 
sense of enclosure provided by the built form. 
Towards the periphery the use of open green 
spaces and vegetation contributes to a more 
rural feel and helps place the village in its 
agricultural context. 
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Summary 

Summary of issues and opportunities 

Change is inevitable in all conservation areas 
and it is not the intention of designation to 
prevent the continued evolution of a village. The 
challenge with conservation areas is to manage 
change in a way that preserves, reinforces and 
enhances the special quality of the area. 

The preservation and enhancement of the 
special character of the conservation area will 
owe much to its positive management. In 
addition to the existing national legislation and 
local planning controls the following 
opportunities for enhancement have been 
identified: 

 Establish a list of locally significant 
buildings and policies for their protection. 

 Encourage the preservation and 
enhancement of surviving historic detail 
and the reinstatement of appropriately 
designed detailed fittings in buildings 
considered to be of significance to the 
character area and appearance of the 
conservation area. The use of Article 4 
Directions, which remove the permitted 
development rights of dwelling houses, 
will help to achieve this. Some of the 
buildings in Blisworth have received 
Article 4 Directions including: 

 Nos 8, 10, 12 and 14 Stoke Road 

 Nos 13, 15, 17 and 19 Courteenhall Road 

 Ensure that all new development is 
sustainable, high quality, well designed 
and responds to its context in terms of 
urban and architectural design. 

 Promote the sympathetic management of 
open spaces within the conservation area 
including verges, and work with the 
highways’ authorities to avoid the insertion 
of inappropriate kerbing and footpaths 
which would have a harmful urbanising 
effect. 

 

The conservation area boundary 

Blisworth Conservation Area was originally 
designated in 1991 and reviewed again in 1998 
and then in 2015. The final appraisal and 
amended boundary were adopted on 23rd 
September 2015.  

The views of residents of the village are 
important and all comments should be directed 
to: 

Planning Policy and Heritage Team  

South Northamptonshire Council  

The Forum 

Moat Lane 

Towcester 

NN12 6AD 

Email: heritage@southnorthants.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01327 322265 
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Summary 

 

Figure 1: The boundary for Blisworth Conservation Area  

© Bluesky World international Ltd 
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1. Introduction and Planning Policy Context 

1.1 What is a conservation area? 

Conservation areas were introduced under the 
Civic Amenities Act of 1967. That Act required 
Local Planning Authorities to identify areas, as 
opposed to individual buildings, of special 
architectural or historic interest and to designate 
them as conservation areas. 

Since 1967 some 9,800 conservation areas 
have been designated, including 60 in the South 
Northamptonshire District to date. Blisworth 
Conservation Area was designated in 1991, 
reviewed in 1998 and recently reviewed in 
March 2015. 

 

1.2 Planning policy context 

The Planning (Listed Building and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 is the Act of Parliament which 
today provides legislation for the protection of 
the nation’s heritage of buildings and places of 
architectural and historic interest. 

Section 69 of the 1990 Act defines a 
conservation area as: 

“...an area of architectural or historic interest the 
character and appearance of which it is 
desirable to preserve and enhance.” 

The 1990 Act also places a duty on Local 
Planning Authorities to consider revisions of the 
boundaries of their conservation areas from 
“time to time”. It is now considered appropriate 
to review Blisworth Conservation Area in order 
to further define its key characteristics. 

This document is an appraisal of Blisworth 
Conservation Area and is based on a standard 
format derived from the advice contained within 
the English Heritage guidance ‘Understanding 
Place: Conservation Area Designation, 
Appraisal and Management’ published in 2011. 

By updating the Conservation Area Appraisal for 
Blisworth the special character and appearance 
of the area can continue to be identified and 
protected. The Conservation Area Appraisal and 

Management Plan provides the basis for making 
informed, sustainable decisions in the positive 
management, protection and enhancement of 
the conservation area. 

This appraisal provides a clear understanding of 
the special interest of Blisworth by assessing 
how the settlement has developed, analysing its 
present day character and identifying 
opportunities for enhancement. 

The appraisal is not intended to be 
comprehensive and the omission of any 
particular building, feature or space should not 
be taken to imply that it is not of interest. 

This appraisal should be read in conjunction 
with the wider national and local planning policy 
and guidance including the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) under which a 
conservation area is deemed to be a heritage 
asset. 

The South Northamptonshire Local Plan was 
adopted in 1997 and saved in part in September 
2007. It designates Blisworth as a Restricted 
Infill Village with Policy H5 of the plan restricting 
development within such villages to the infilling 
of a small gap in an otherwise built frontage; or 
a small group of dwellings; or the conversion of 
an existing building. 

The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 
2014 sets out the long-term vision and 
objectives for the whole of South 
Northamptonshire to 2029, including strategic 
policies for steering and shaping development.  

Policy BN5 of that strategy relates to the historic 
environment and states that: 

Designated and non designated heritage assets 
and their settings and landscapes will be 
conserved and enhanced in recognition of their 
individual and cumulative significance and 
contribution to the local distinctiveness and 
sense of place of West Northamptonshire. 

In order to secure and enhance the significance 
of the area’s heritage assets and their settings 
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1. Introduction and Planning Policy Context 

and landscape development in areas of historic 
landscape sensitivity and/or known historic or 
heritage significance will be required to:  

1. Sustain and enhance the heritage 
landscape features which contribute to the 
character of the area including 
conservation areas. 

2. Demonstrate an appreciation and 
understanding of the impact of 
development on surrounding heritage 
assets and their settings in order to 
minimise harm on these assets. 

 

1.3 What does conservation area status 
 mean? 

Conservation area status provides the 
opportunity to promote the protection and 
enhancement of the special character of the 
area. 

Designation confers a general control over 
development that could damage the area’s 
character. The details are complex, but can be 
summarised as: 

 Most demolition requires permission and 
will be resisted if the building makes a 
positive contribution to the area. 

 Some minor works are no longer 
‘permitted development’ and will require 
planning permission. Examples include 
extensions, external cladding and satellite 
antennas. 

 Works carried out on most trees will 
require the consideration of the Local 
Planning Authority. 

 Generally higher standards of design 
apply for new buildings and alterations to 
existing ones. 

 Tighter restrictions on outdoor 
advertisements including illuminated 
advertisements on business premises and 
on hoardings around development sites. 
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2. Location, Topography and Geology 

2.1 Location 

Blisworth is located approximately 7km (4.5 
miles) south of Towcester on the old main road 
between Northampton and Towcester. The 
village is bordered on the west side by the 
Grand Union Canal (now a separate 
conservation area).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blisworth is one of the larger villages in South 
Northamptonshire District with a parish 
population of 1,785 (Census 2011), which 
includes the whole village and some of the 
outlying settlements and farmsteads. In 2011 
approximately 4% of residents worked from 
home with most commuting out for employment 
in neighbouring towns. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Location map of Blisworth 

© Crown Copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance Survey 1000022487 
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2. Location, Topography and Geology 

2.2 Topography and geology 

The Northamptonshire Environmental Character 
and Green Infrastructure Strategies were 
published by the River Nene Regional Park 
Community Interest Company in 2009. These 
strategies include environmental, landscape and 
biodiversity character assessments for the 
county. 

The West Northamptonshire Uplands is an 
extensive character area stretching from Aynho 
in the south to Wilbarston in the north. It is an 
expansive and elevated landscape of hills and 
valleys that act as the major watershed between 
some of the region’s principal river systems. 
The varied local landscape character across 
The Uplands is an integral part of its 
distinctiveness. 

The landscape is underlain by the intractable 
Lias Group Clays, which are capped locally by 
the ironstone bearing Marlstone Rock and 
Northampton Sand Formations. These result in 
well-defined features such as steeply sloping 
prominent hills that contrast to softer 
landscapes where capping by a thick mantle of 

Boulder Clay has occurred. Despite this 
uniformity, local variation does exist with a 
difference occurring between the gentler north 
and the hillier south of the area. 

Brick and stone houses are characteristic of The 
Uplands area and reflect the local underlying 
geology. This is particularly evident in the 
historic core of Blisworth with traditional 
properties favouring the use of locally-sourced 
limestone and ironstone. Brick is less prominent 
within the village itself due to this ready 
availability of stone building material, but can be 
found at the later properties and focussed along 
the canal. This gives an overall homogeneity to 
the streetscape, which has been aided by the 
former extensive ownership of the Dukes of 
Grafton who would have had greater control 
over development. 

Many villages are served by minor roads that 
add to the sense of remoteness. Historically 
Blisworth has had strong associations with a 
prominent transport infrastructure connecting it 
to the local villages and towns. This is evident in 
the former main road between Northampton and 
Towcester that runs through the village and the 
Grand Union Canal located to the west. 

Figure 3: The West Northamptonshire Uplands Character Area  

© Crown copyright NCC 100019331 

Figure 4: View along High Street shows the dominant use 
of local stone material. 
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2. Location, Topography and Geology 

A parliamentary field pattern predominates 
across the area. The rectangular and rectilinear 
‘grid’ of field boundaries has been imposed on 
the hilly landscape, with hedgerow boundaries 
emphasising relief and forming strong patterns 
that are visible when viewed from lower 
elevations. The pattern is showing slight signs 
of fragmentation however, due to hedgerow 
removal in the last half of the 20th century. Land 
cover today is primarily improved agriculture, 
with arable and pastoral farming evident in 
equal measure, creating an attractive patchwork 
landscape.  

 

 

 

 

 

Blisworth sits between the character landscape 
areas of the Undulating Hills and Valleys and 
Claylands. This rolling landscape is evident 
within the village itself with High Street rising 
from the canal and peripheral roads dipping on 
the northern edge. The built form generally 
restricts views, especially to the south-west of 
High Street where buildings are significantly 
elevated on higher ground. The church sits in a 
prominent elevated position with its spire visible 
in a number of views from within and outside the 
conservation area. As the ground rises along 
High Street and Courteenhall Road glimpses 
can be seen of the landscape beyond offering a 
more rural context to the village. 

Figure 5: Elevated land towards the west of the conservation area.  
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3. History and Development 

3.1 Background 

Throughout its recorded history Blisworth has 
been known as Blidesworth, Bliseworthe, 
Bledesworth, Blysworth and Bleseworth. The 
name is Anglo-Saxon in origin taken from the 
personal name ‘Blith’ and ‘worde’ meaning 
enclosure. 

 

3.2 Prehistoric and Roman 

Prehistoric finds have not been extensive in 
Blisworth, with a few flint sites located to the 
east indicating possible early activity. 

There is evidence within Blisworth and across 
the parish of Roman occupation probably due to 
the close proximity of Towcester (the prominent 
Roman town of Lactodorum) and Watling Street 
(6km south-west). In 1840 the remains of a 
Roman villa were found on Gayton Hill to the 
north-west of Blisworth along with the remains 
of a corn-drying kiln. Roman pottery, coins and 
ornaments have also been uncovered to the 
rear of Nos 52 and 54 High Street and to the 
east of the village. 

 

3.3 Early Medieval and Medieval 

An Anglo-Saxon community was present in 
Blisworth indicated by its name and the 
reference to Countess Gytha of Hereford 
owning the settlement prior to The Conquest. 
However, little else is known of this period. The 
earliest recorded reference of Blisworth or 
Blidesworthe is in the Domesday Book of 1086. 
At this time it was a medium-sized settlement 
valued at £4 and in the possession of William 
Peverel. It consisted of 18 households with a 
population of 12 villagers and 6 smallholders 
and a mill on a small stream.  

This was passed to Peverel’s son who forfeited 
his lands to the Crown for treason and it was 
held by the Crown under the Honour of Peverel. 
The manor and advowson was granted to 

various individuals throughout their ownership 
until 1260 when the Honour of Peverel was 
granted to Edmund, Earl of Lancaster and 
subsumed into the Duchy of Lancaster.  

The site of the earlier manor house is subject to 
debate. Early OS maps note the manor located 
to the north of the church and reference was 
made in the 19th century to a building on this site 
with fine Tudor detail that was falling into a state 
of disrepair. However, Bridge’s (1791) research 
notes the manor house or ‘seat of the Wake 
family’ on the site of the current Blisworth 
House. No conclusive evidence has been found 
for either. It is likely that the manor was located 
in close proximity to the church to accord with 
the layout of an early medieval settlement. 
Therefore, either of these sites is feasible, but 
more likely to be on the site of Blisworth House 
adjacent to the church due to the site of the 
former warren located to the south of High 
Street. 

The oldest surviving building within the village is 
the Church of St John the Baptist. This displays 
elements of earlier 13th century work in the 
chancel and eastern bays of the nave. The 
majority of the building dates to the 14th and 15th 
centuries. Some medieval stained glass 
remains in the chancel windows. The plan form 
of the church has not altered since the 15th 
century apart from the addition of the porch in 
1607. 

Figure 6: St John the Baptist Church. 
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3. History and Development 

The Wake family were prominent figures in 
Blisworth’s medieval history after being granted 
the advowson and stewardship of the manor in 
1300. It was briefly revoked by Henry VII in the 
15th century after Roger Wake was penalised for 
his support of Richard III during the War of the 
Roses, but was reinstated in 1487 by an Act of 
Parliament. The following year he was declared 
Sheriff of Northamptonshire and his tomb can 
be found in the church. 

Medieval Blisworth would have had a heavy 
reliance on agriculture with many of the 
residents farming and supporting the manorial 
lands. The settlement appears to have grown 
organically along the roads with linear tofts and 
crofts particularly evident to the east (along 
modern Stoke Road) and the north of High 
Street. These plots were arranged with a house 
towards the front edge of a walled or hedged 
plot (toft) and a lengthy garden at the rear for 
cultivation and other agricultural needs (croft). 
This plan form was evident until the 18th century, 
but was later distorted by enclosure and later 
modern development. 

 

3.4 16th and 17th centuries 

The remains of a 16th century stepped cross can 
be found in the churchyard of St John the 
Baptist believed to be on or near its original 
location. Commonly stepped crosses would 
have served as stations for outdoor 
processions, particularly on Palm Sundays and 
would have been a central focus for communal 
and religious gatherings prominently situated on 
elevated land above the rest of the village. Now 
only the base remains, but is noted as being of 
national importance and is a designated 
Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

In 1504 Roger Wake bequeathed land and 
money to build and maintain a grammar school 
in Blisworth, known as Roger Wake’s Chauntre 
and Free School. The location of this was on the 
site of the current village hall along Stoke Road. 

Initially the grammar school was a prominent 
institution with an endowment of £11. However, 
this figure did not increase in subsequent 
centuries and was later returned to the care of 
the Church.  

In 1522 The Wakes sold the manor of Blisworth 
to Sir Richard Knightly of Fawsley bringing their 
200 year association with the village to an end. 
30 years later Sir Edmund Knightley sold the 
manor to Henry VIII, which was then 
incorporated into the newly created Honour of 
Grafton. From 1675 the Dukes of Grafton held 
Blisworth owning extensive tracts of land and 
property. They played an integral role in its 
evolution and development despite being largely 
absent landlords. 

Several examples of 17th century cottages and 
yeoman’s houses typical of the period still 
remain in Blisworth. The former tend to be 
terraced along the highway with a simple one-
up-one-down vernacular design. The larger 
yeoman farmer’s houses tend to be built gable 
end to the road with a more formal appearance 
indicating the distribution of wealth. These were 
all built using local materials, predominantly 
limestone, but with some ironstone banding and 
detailing.  

 

 

Figure 7: No 3 High Street with its distinctive stone 
banding found across the village. 
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3. History and Development 

The Royal Oak, formerly known as The Plough, 
was built in the late 17th century located on the 
junction of High Street and the Gayton road 
(now Chapel Lane). Positioned in a central 
location the area, which is now the car park, 
was once known as ‘The Cross’ and was an 
important central focus for community 
gatherings and events. The demand for a pub 
indicates the growth in the population of the 
village and the increasing traffic that was 
passing through. As with many settlements it 
also provided other functions including legal 
proceedings and where the land agent of the 
Dukes of Grafton would collect the annual rents 
from residents.  

 

 

 

3.5 18th and 19th centuries 

The 18th and 19th centuries were ones of great 
change for Blisworth with an increasingly larger 
population and an improving transport 
infrastructure due to the Industrial Revolution. 

In 1702 Blisworth House was built, probably on 
the site of the former manor house. This 
reflected the continued use of local material with 
rendered limestone predominating and 
contrasting ironstone dressings. The design of 
the House was much more regulated and formal 
than the surrounding vernacular dwellings and 
set within larger park gardens to indicate its 
prominence within the settlement. This was 
probably built by the Duke of Grafton for his 
representative who oversaw proceedings in the 
village. 

 

Figure 8: 1726 Map of Blisworth clearly showing the linear layout of the village that is still distinguishable today 

Northamptonshire Record Office. 
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3. History and Development 

In 1793 work started on the Grand Junction 
Canal (now the Grand Union Canal) to provide a 
more convenient trade route between London 
and the Midlands than the existing Oxford 
Canal. Preliminary works began on the 
Blisworth Tunnel in the same year, but problems 
were experienced and it was not completed until 
1805. The building and running of the canal 
would have been a large source of employment 
for local residents and could not help but affect 
the village; being one of the busiest inland ports 
in the country. In 1797 a toll gate was erected in 
front of the church along High Street (then 
Bridge Street) in anticipation of the high volume 
of traffic between Towcester and Northampton. 
A number of structures were built along the 
canal located to the west of the village, including 
Grafton House (then the Dukes Arms and later 
The Grafton Arms), The Sun, Moon and Stars 
pub and later the mill. 

In May 1798 a fire broke out in Blisworth 
spreading along the central south section of 
High Street and Stoke Road. It destroyed a 
number of houses and outbuildings including 
the Wake Endowment School and resulted in 
the loss of a wing at Crieff House. Rebuilding 
was undertaken by the Duke of Grafton and the 
Church due to the absence of insurance. 
However, it wasn’t until 1815 that the school 
itself was re-built.  

The remaining open fields of Blisworth were 
enclosed in 1808. The draft enclosure map 
clearly shows the interruption of the earlier 
medieval tofts and crofts to the north of the 
village with the conversion of land to larger 
fields more productive for agricultural use. 
Conscious of the residents, the Duke of Grafton 
provided 100 allotments along Stoke Road, 
which still exist today. 

Change continued within the village as the Duke 
sought to establish a viable limestone quarry in 
Blisworth, the canal being an ideal means of 
transporting the building stone. The quarry to 
the south-east of the village was in operation 

prior to 1820, but was not a commercial venture 
of such an expansive scale. A wagon railway 
was built linking the quarry to the canal and 
passed by what is now Stone Works Farm. This 
proved to be a productive industry and provided 
a source of employment for local villagers. 
Quarrying of ironstone was also happening 
around the immediate village and was beginning 
to be exploited more commercially from the 
1850s onwards with large opencast mines along 
Courteenhall Road (around the modern 
Ladyfield development and south of the road). 

Blisworth thrived during this period with the 
Westley family building 24 dwellings to house 
their workers associated with mills and 
bakehouse, the Duke of Grafton building a 
number of farms on the periphery of the village 
and the building of the Baptist Chapel. 

From the 1840s onwards new railways were 
being built, which gradually led to the 
replacement of the canal as the main transport 
system. In 1845 the railway line from Blisworth 
to Northampton opened. During the mid-to-latter 
part of the 19th century the focus of the village 
moved from agriculture and became more 
strongly associated with primary industries and 
commercial activity encouraged by the railway. 

In 1855-56 St John the Baptist Church (Grade 
II*) was restored under a prominent local 
architect, EF Law. Works included the 
replacement of the shallow-pitched lead roof 
with a steep, gabled and slated one, the 
removal of the gallery and the pews converted 
to open benches.  

Despite the presence of the improved transport 
infrastructure there are a limited number of brick 
buildings within the village. This was probably 
due to the local and ready availability of stone in 
the immediate vicinity. Victorian accounts of 
Blisworth describe it as having many 17th and 
18th century houses of mingled freestone and 
ironstone with thatch and slate roofs, which 
suggests that the older part of the village had 
altered little. 
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3. History and Development 

3.6 20th century onwards 

In 1912 the existing schools in Blisworth were 
deemed to be overcrowded and inadequate. 
This led to the building of the distinctive red 
brick primary school that now sits on the 
junction of High Street and Courteenhall Road 
and the associated school house. Originally an 
impressive elm tree also stood at this junction 
and acted as a focal point for the village. 
However, this was struck by lightning in 1965 
and later removed. 

The early part of the 20th century brought further 
changes for the village. In 1919 the Duke of 
Grafton sold off much of his property and 
holdings in Blisworth. Lobbied by the current 
tenants the Duke agreed to sell the houses to 
the occupants for the reserve price, thereby 
maintaining some form of stability in the village. 

During the 1930s housing requirements and 
government initiatives changed, which impacted 
on the village and began to expand its footprint. 
Due to the lack of estate control that would have 
been formerly exerted by the Duke of Grafton, 
newer buildings adopted a different character 
than the traditional vernacular limestone 
properties with an increased use of brick. A 
number of older stone cottages were 
demolished, deemed unsanitary by the Ministry 
of Health and gaps in street front led the later 
brick development. In 1933 Greenway Terrace 
on Courteenhall Road was built, followed by 
Coronation Cottages on Little Lane in 1937 and 
a further 29 Houses on Courteenhall Way in 
1938.  

The 1960s and 70s brought a further increase in 
housing continuing to expand the village 
footprint and distorting its rural setting. 

Figure 9: 20th century map showing the effect of the Industrial Revolution on Blisworth. The quarry can be seen to the east of the 
village, the railway line to the north and the canal to the west - © Crown copyright and Landmark Information Group 
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3. History and Development 

 3.7 Archaeology 

Archaeological finds have not been abundant in 
Blisworth parish relating to the early origins of 
the settlement. A few flint sites to the east 
indicate prehistoric activity and to the north-west 
on Gayton Hill evidence of a Roman villa and 
corn drying kiln have been uncovered. A few 
Roman finds have been found within the village 
itself with a pottery and coin site located to the 
rear of Nos 52 and 54 High Street.  

 

 

 

 

Little is known of the earlier settlement itself with 
the potential for buried remains located under 
current buildings or distorted by earlier 
agricultural and industrial practises in the 
surrounding landscape. Opportunities to 
increase our knowledge of Blisworth’s past 
should be taken where sites for development 
and research opportunities are recognised. 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Archaeological map of Blisworth and the surrounding area, most of which are associated with the railway and canal 

© Crown Copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance Survey 100022487 
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4. Spatial Analysis 

4.1 Land use 

The land use within Blisworth is predominantly 
residential. Within the conservation area there 
are a number of public buildings including 
Blisworth Community Primary School, the 
village hall and the Church of St John the 
Baptist. Commercial properties include the post 
office and shop on High Street and The Royal 
Oak pub. 

 

4.2 Settlement pattern 

The oldest section of the village lies towards the 
west, based around the Church of St John the 
Baptist and the former manor house. An earlier 
rectory was also evident towards the west of the 
church, but was replaced by the current building 
in 1841 on a different alignment and footprint. 

Settlement in Blisworth has been greatly 
dictated by the layout of the roads. The village 
grew to the east of a stream and crossing point 
in the valley, which was later consumed and 
transformed into the Grand Union Canal. It has 
followed a linear plan along the route of High 
Street and at the crossing points of Stoke Road 
and Northampton Road. A more irregular plan 
has been created by secondary roads that lead 
off from these main streets creating large built-
up triangular junctions. 

The village footprint was greatly increased in the 
1960s and 70s with a significant amount of 
social and affordable housing built to the north-
west and east of the village. This has taken the 
form of a number of cul-de-sacs that create self-
contained estates. 

 

 

 

 

4.3 Street pattern, means of enclosure 
 and footpaths 

The former main road between Towcester and 
Northampton runs through the centre of 
Blisworth formed by the High Street and 
Northampton Road. From Towcester it enters 
the village in the west crossing the Grand Union 
Canal and ascends in a north-easterly direction. 
This lower section is characterised by the 
elevated built form to the south and the strong 
linear line of domestic cottages to the north. A 
tarmac and gravel aggregate pavement with 
concrete kerb runs along both sides of the 
highway relieved in part by the green space 
associated with the church and The Old 
Rectory.  

The strong linear built form opens out towards 
the junction of Stoke Road and Chapel Lane 
with a varied building alignment and a large 
open space created by the car park to the Royal 
Oak.  

Due to the topography and alignment of built 
form along Stoke Road an enclosed feeling 
predominates despite the distortion of this in 
part by later modern development to the west. 
Strong boundary lines are formed by sections of 
terraced cottages that abound the highway and 
where later development sits back from the 
immediate road edge boundary, walls are used 
to continue this sense of enclosure. A tarmac 
pavement runs predominantly along the west of 
the highway in close proximity to the built form. 

High Street opens out along the upper section 
due to the varied building alignment. Former 
sections of terraced cottages to the north of the 
highway were removed in the 1930s which has 
later led to more modern properties being 
inserted that are commonly set back from the 
immediate road edge.  
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An ancient elm tree once stood at the junction of 
High Street and Courteenhall Road forming a 
small green. The tree has now been removed 
and the area surrounding the green paved. 
Short stretches of linear development span out 
from here along Courteenhall and Northampton 
Road. 

Church Lane connects the main entrance to 
Blisworth House with the highway. A sense of 
enclosure prevails along this part of the 
conservation area with the narrow road 
bounded on the south by a significant limestone 
wall associated with the House and shorter 
sections of boundary wall to the north. The 
pavement along this section is tarmac with 
granite setts.  

Strong boundary lines are a common feature of 
the conservation area. The traditional built form 
runs in close proximity to the highway creating 
strong lines and where development is set back 
from the immediate road edge, stone boundary 
walls are used. These are traditionally limestone 
with edge-on or ceramic capping, which 
provides great visual homogeneity across the 
streetscape. Later dwellings may use a low-rise 
brick wall to delineate plot boundaries. Modern 
plastic fencing is used at the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figures 11-13: Examples of street pattern and 
means of enclosure across Blisworth Conservation 
Area: 

Figure 11 (top): Upper section of High Street. 

Figure 12 (centre): Stoke Road. 

Figure 13 (bottom): Church Lane. 
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4. Spatial Analysis 

Due to the built up nature of Blisworth footpaths 
are not a common feature with roads and 
smaller minor lanes providing access in and 
around the village. A single footpath runs from 
Courteenhall Road connecting to the allotment 
gardens at the rear.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Public rights of way around Blisworth 

© Crown Copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance Survey 100022487. 
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4.4 Public realm 

The function of High Street and Northampton 
Road as the former main road from Towcester 
to Northampton has left an indelible mark on the 
public realm within Blisworth. Despite the A43 
trunk road, a high volume of traffic continues on 
the road through the village, which has led to 
the implementation of traffic calming measures 
along the main sections.  

Modern metal lamp posts line High Street at 
regularly spaced intervals. These contend with 
the vertical scale of the built form and interrupt 
views of the historic streetscape. Any proposed 
schemes to reduce the number of lamp posts 
would be looked on favourably. 

High concentrations of public realm furniture 
can be found at the junctions of High Street and 
Stoke Road and at Courteenhall Road. These 
include the bus stops, speed limit signs and sign 
posts as well as hazard lights warning of 
children crossing at the school junction. 
Although necessary in places schemes to 
reduce or condense the number of signs would 
be encouraged. 

Overhead wires are evident throughout 
Blisworth, although these do not tend to be as 

noticeable around the lower part of High Street 
as they are set back from the immediate road 
edge. However, these become more intrusive 
progressing along High Street, particularly at the 
junction with Northampton Road and 
Courteenhall Road. Here wires and telegraph 
poles mar views of the historic streetscape and 
contend with the vertical scale provided by the 
built form. 

Street parking is also a problem in Blisworth, 
especially along the High Street due to the 
smaller nature of the plots that do not allow for 
rear access. Where possible off-road parking 
would be encouraged. 

Advertising signs also form part of the public 
realm in Blisworth. Consideration should be 
given when implementing commercial signs 
within a historic streetscape. Regard should be 
given to its form, scale and design and take 
cues from the surrounding built form to 
successfully integrate with the historic 
streetscape. 

Information boards can also be found across the 
conservation area relaying the history of 
Blisworth and its development. These low level 
boards blend with the historic streetscape and 
denote the sense of pride within the village. 

Figure 15: A high concentration of modern intervention at 
High Street and Stoke Road including traffic calming 

measures 

Figure 16: Intrusive telegraph poles and overhead wires  
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4.5 Trees, hedges and open spaces 

Within the central core of the conservation area 
there are a limited number of trees due to the 
prominence of the built form. Trees tend to 
cluster around the larger peripheral buildings 
including The Old Rectory, the church and 
around Blisworth House, offering a sense of 
sheltered privacy. The northerly approach to the 
conservation area along Northampton Road is 
lined by a combination of trees and hedges that 
create an almost rural approach to the village 
and indicate its earlier agricultural origins. 

A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is a legal 
protection that can be placed on important trees 
by the Local Planning Authority. This requires 
permission from the Local Planning Authority 
prior to work commencing. There are two group 
TPOs on clusters of trees in Blisworth – one of 
five lime trees that line the entrance to the 
cemetery on the High Street and three beech 
trees outside the entrance to Blisworth House. 
Trees within a conservation area which do not 
have a TPO placed on them are also afforded a 
degree of protection with the need to notify the 
Local Authority prior to the commencement of 
works. 

 

 

Hedges are used at some of the later properties 
to delineate plot boundaries, but they are not a 
common feature of the conservation area with 
boundary lines usually denoted by the built form 
or boundary walls. 

Open space is found at the road junctions in 
Blisworth offering relief from the enclosure of 
the strong built form. A green with a significant 
elm tree stood at the junction of Northampton 
and Courteenhall Road until the tree was struck 
by lightning and later removed and the area 
around the green infilled with paving.  

Dwellings commonly sit towards the front of the 
plot parallel to the highway and associated 
gardens are usually to the rear, therefore little 
open green space is evident within the village 
core. A more open feel is experienced towards 
the lower end of High Street close to the canal 
with a combination of grass verges and the 
elevated greenery associated with The Old 
Rectory and the churchyard.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Entrance to Blisworth House with the three 
beech trees located at the entrance 

Figure 18: The open space located to the west of the 
conservation area  
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4.6 Scale and massing 

The built form varies considerably in Blisworth 
due to different building phases, functions and 
subsequent alterations. However, a fine grain 
generally predominates within the core of the 
conservation area, which opens out towards the 
periphery. 

A mixture of 1½-2 storey cottages line sections 
of High Street and the lower section of Stoke 
Road. These are domestic in scale and design 
and are often found as part of a terrace sitting 
along the street edge. This concentrated built 
form is relieved in part by the presence of 
former farmsteads that are interspersed 
throughout the village. These predominantly 3 
storey houses tend to sit gable end on to the 
road with openings for access to associated 
yards. However, boundary walls usually contain 
the plot continuing the linear line, but at a lower 
level. The built form opens up around the road 
junctions due to varying building alignment and 
later interventions such as the pub cark park at 
the Royal Oak and traffic calming measures.   

There is also the presence of single – 1½ storey 
outbuildings indicating the former agricultural 
nature of the settlement. These tend to be 
associated with the former farmhouses creating 
a more self-contained unit with a yard breaking 
up the strong built form. 

Larger historic buildings with a more significant 
footprint sit towards the lower end of High Street 
close to the canal. This includes The Old 
Rectory, the church and Blisworth House (now 

on Church Lane). The dwellings are 3 storeys in 
height and double-depth in plan. Although these 
are clustered together at the west entrance of 
the conservation area they are set back within 
sizeable plots and so provide a more open 
grain.  

Later properties are commonly larger in scale 
on various alignments due to haphazard plot 
delineation. Although set back from the road 
edge they often form strong boundary lines with 
the use of low level walls and continue the linear 
form. More modern intervention is particularly 
evident around Church Lane and the upper 
section of High Street, the latter due to the 
demolition of cottages in the 1930s.  

4.7 Views 

Within the village core views tend to be limited 
to short channelled changeable vistas restricted 
by the tight grain of the built form and the 
curvature of the road. These views create an 
intimate feel and a sense of enclosure.   

The undulating topography of the landscape 
also influences views within the conservation 
area. Along the lower section of High Street the 
rising ground is evident particularly to the south 
with the larger properties and terraces built on 
elevated plots, the church and its spire being 
evident in a number of views from within and 
outside the conservation area. Where there is 
relief in the built form longer views can be seen 
into the surrounding countryside particularly 
evident along Courteenhall Road.  

 

Figures 19-21: Examples of scale and massing across Blisworth Conservation Area. 
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4. Spatial Analysis 

 

Figures 22-25: Examples of views within and surrounding the conservation area 

Figure 26: Important spatial features in the  Blisworth Conservation Area 

© Crown Copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance Survey 100022487 
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5. Architectural Analysis 

5.1 Building age, type and style 

Due to the early origins of Blisworth and its 
historic evolution there is a varied built form that 
demonstrates different periods of building and 
contrasting functions. 

The Church of St John the Baptist is the oldest 
building in the village. Elements of the 13th 
century construction survive in the existing 
chancel and eastern bay of the nave. The rest is 
predominantly of the 14th and 15th centuries with 
subsequent alterations including the addition of 
the porch in 1607 and a restoration by EF Law 
in 1856. The tower is 14th century in date and 
Decorated and Perpendicular details can be 
found in the church’s window tracery. Some 
medieval stained glass is retained in the lights 
of the north chancel window and other 14th and 
15th century fragments in the south chancel. 

Examples of typical labourers’ cottages can be 
found across the conservation area, but are 
particularly concentrated around High Street 
and its junctions. No 40 High Street (Grade II 
listed) has 15th/16th century origins, but was 
remodelled in the 17th century. The rest are 
predominantly 17th or 18th century in origin with 
alterations in subsequent centuries. These are 
vernacular in design and domestic in scale, 
usually of 1-1½ storeys and found as part of a 
terrace. 

Many of the larger farmhouses were built 
around the same period. These are larger in 
scale, usually 3 storeys and although still 
vernacular, buildings have more formal 
elements to the design including quoins and 
some remaining stone mullion windows. Single 
storey outbuildings are also associated with 
these dwellings, usually located to the rear and 
arranged to create a self-contained yard. 

More formal buildings are found to the west of 
the conservation area around the church. 
Blisworth House (Grade II listed) was built in 
1702 by the Duke of Grafton and altered in the  

Figures 27-29: Examples of the contrasting built form and 
styles within the conservation area (from top) 

Figure 28 - Former farmhouse, mid-late 17th century 

Figure 29 - Vernacular domestic cottage, 18th century 

Figure 30 - The Old Rectory, 1841 
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19th century with a double depth plan and 
altered roof pitch. It has a formal 3 storey 
façade with moulded first floor string course and 
architectural details that elevate the design 
beyond the domestic. The Old Rectory (Grade II 
listed) was built in 1841, replacing an earlier 
building. Elements of Victorian gothic design 
can be discerned in the stone mullioned 
windows, projecting hood moulds and varied 
roof pitch.   

Elements of Victorian gothic design can also be 
found echoed on a more domestic scale at the 
Grafton-built cottages on Stoke Road and the 
terrace on Courteenhall Road. The use of 
pointed arched windows, multi-pitched roofs and 
decorative bargeboards indicate that these 
cottages are of a distinctly different period and 
represent a time of wealth for the Grafton 
estate. 

 

5.2 Materials 

The use of stone predominates in Blisworth due 
to the local availability of the material. A number 
of smaller quarries were in close proximity to the 
village prior to the larger commercial ventures at 
Blisworth Stone Works and would have been 
used for the earlier historic buildings in the 
village.  

Limestone is the dominant building material with 
a number of examples using the distinctive 
ironstone banding and detailing such as quoins 
and fenestration. This is laid as a mixture of 
coursed and squared rubble in the older and 
more vernacular buildings and ashlar at The Old 
Rectory. 

Boundary walls are commonly built of limestone 
with some having ironstone throughout the 
course. This gives a great visual homogeneity to 
the streetscape with many of the walls built of 
the same material as the buildings they enclose. 

 

Brick is not a common material featured in 
Blisworth Conservation Area, although there are 
some examples within the village. These tend to 
occur along the upper section of High Street 
with a concentration of red brick buildings 
around the Edwardian primary school. Later 
less sympathetic brick has been used at the 
former police house and newsagents. A higher 
concentration of the use of traditional brick can 
be found along the canal as part of the Grand 
Union Canal Conservation Area. 

Figures 31-33: The use of contrasting stone and brick 
detail 
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5.3 Roofscape 

The roofscape across Blisworth Conservation 
Area changes due to various building phases, 
functions and topography. 

A number of properties retain the traditional 
thatch material with eyebrow dormers and 
rolling eaves. These would have originally been 
thatched in long straw with flush ridges and 
basic ligger detail. Many more of the village’s 
earlier properties and outbuildings would have 
also been thatched, evident in the steep roof 
pitch and coped gable ends. However, these 
have since been replaced with various materials 
including slate, plain clay tile, and concrete tile 
and in one instance, corrugated iron. 

Rooflines tend to be simple and uncluttered on 
the domestic dwellings with the ridge running 
parallel to the highway. Simple red brick 
chimney stacks are located on gable ends or 
centrally, with multiple stacks on a single ridge 
often indicating former internal divisions. The 
regularity of the ridgeline is broken up by the 
former farmhouses, aligned perpendicular to the 
street edge and the topography of the 
landscape which in places causes the roofline to 
step uphill. 

 

 

 

More decorative roofs are found on the later 
Victorian and Edwardian properties. These tend 
to be multi-pitched with a mixture of plain and 
fishscale tile, decorative barge boards and 
chimneystacks. 

Complex rooflines can be found on the larger 
properties. Both The Old Rectory and Blisworth 
House have double-depth plans reflected in 
their multi-pitched roofs with multiple chimney 
stacks (stone at The Old Rectory and large brick 
stacks on Blisworth House), a historic indicator 
of the wealthy occupants. 

5.4 Windows 

Window types and style vary according to the 
building function and design. A number of 
domestic cottages retain traditional style timber 
casements with a timber lintel and either stone 
or timber cill. These tend to be small in scale 
and less regularly placed across the façade 
conforming to a more vernacular domestic 
design. Some of the farmhouses retain their 
original stone mullioned windows, although the 
glazing has been replaced with more modern 
materials. These have a more uniform 
arrangement indicating a more considered 
design. The later Victorian properties have a 
more decorative aspect with decorative stone 
lintels and cills.  

Figures 34 and 35: Examples of the varied roofscape 
across the conservation area. 
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Sash windows are not a common feature of the 
conservation area, although some are evident 
on the larger and former commercial buildings. 
Timber sash bay windows are found on the front 
elevation of The Royal Oak pub and there are a 
number of smaller sashes on The Old Rectory. 

A significant number of properties, listed or 
otherwise, have had their original windows 
removed and replaced with modern PVCu 
alternatives. These greatly affect not only the 
character of the building, but also have a 
negative impact on the conservation area as a 
whole.  

5.5 Doors, porches and access 

The majority of doors visible within the 
conservation area favour the use of timber 
plank. These are mostly 20th century in design 
with some having the insertion of glazing panes.  

 

 

 

 

 

However, some have been replaced with less 
sympathetic PVCu material that detract from the 
historic streetscape. 

A number of doors are not visible from the 
immediate highway either located on the rear or 
side elevation and obscured from the road 
edge. This is evident on a number of the smaller 
terrace properties where access doors were 
located at the rear of the property for ease of 
access to the yard. 

Porches are not a common feature of the 
conservation area, but those that do occur have 
been added at a later date. They are a mix of an 
enclosed single storey projection or timber 
framed canopy above the doorway. 

 

 

Figures 36 and 37: Examples of traditional windows 
and frames. 
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5.6 Positive buildings 

Figure 38 identifies buildings which make a 
positive contribution to the character of the 
conservation area. This contribution may be in 
one or more of the following ways: 

 Buildings which provide evidence of the 
area’s history and development 

 Buildings of architectural merit 

 Buildings which exemplify local vernacular 
styles 

 Groups of buildings which together make 
a positive contribution to the streetscape 

 

 

There should be a presumption in favour of their 
retention in all but exceptional circumstances. 

A number of these important buildings are listed 
as they are of national importance due to their 
historic and/or architectural interest. It is an 
offence to undertake alterations to a listed 
building without first gaining permission to do so 
from the Local Planning Authority. 

 
Figure 38: Significant buildings in Blisworth including those listed buildings of architectural or historic interest 

© Crown copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance Survey 100022487 
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6. Boundary Justification 

6.1 Background 

Blisworth Conservation Area was first 
designated in 1991. It was reviewed in 1998 and 
again in March 2015.  

6.2 Northern boundary 

The northern boundary starts at the rear of the 
cemetery adjacent to the Grand Union Canal 
Conservation Area. It heads in a north-easterly 
direction to follow the rear plot of the cemetery 
and dips south. It heads in a generally easterly 
direction to follow the rear plots of the properties 
that immediately abound High Street. It 
encompasses the rear of the plot to The Royal 
Oak pub and heads in a more north-easterly 
direction to cross Chapel Lane and Little Lane 
and the rear plot boundaries to those houses 
that line High Street. At the corner of No 5 
Northampton Road the boundary heads a short 
distance north to follow the west of the highway 
before crossing the road to follow the northern 
edge of the plot to Highcliffe Farm. It meets the 
eastern boundary at the rear of the outbuilding. 

6.3 Eastern boundary 

From the rear of the outbuilding associated with 
Highcliffe Farm the eastern boundary heads in a 
general south-easterly direction to include the 
rear of the plots to Cliff Hill Farm and The Dairy 
and the odd nos of Courteenhall Road up to and 
including No 19. The boundary follows the south 
side of this plot and crosses back along 
Courteenhall Road where it heads shortly south-
east and then west to encompass the plot 
associated with the school. It continues east 
until heading sharply south-west to include No 
11 High Street (Tudor Cottage), but to exclude 
the modern dwelling of No 11a at the rear. The 
boundary moves east to include the whole of 
the plot to No 1 Stoke Road (Crieff House) and 
then west along the front of No 3 Stoke Road 
(Crieff Cottage). It follows the line of the Stoke 
Road south to exclude modern development 
before encompassing the plots of Nos 19 and 
21 and then moving a short distance south 
along the road again to exclude the modern 

estate to the east. The boundary moves east 
along the side of No 31 Stoke Road and 
continues south to the rear of No 49 Stoke Road 
where it meets the southern boundary. 

6.4 Southern boundary 

The southern boundary follows the side of the 
plot to No 49 Stoke Road and shortly south to 
include No 51. From here it goes west across 
the highway to include No 28 and runs north 
along the rear of Nos 16, 20 and 22. The 
boundary moves north along the road edge 
including the stone wall that lines the highway. It 
heads west along the side of the plot to No 14 
Stoke Road (Trees) and north-west to follow the 
boundary of No 1 Church Lane (Church House). 
It runs south-east along the front of the plots to 
the modern houses on the north of Church 
Street and crosses the road to encompass the 
rear of Blisworth House and The Old Rectory 
until it joins the western boundary. 

6.5 Western boundary 

The western boundary meets the southern at 
the rear of the plot to The Old Rectory. It runs 
north to follow the west side of the plot up to the 
road edge. It runs a short distance north-east 
along the highway before heading north-west 
across the road to encompass the boundary of 
the cemetery where it meets the northern 
boundary. 

Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a duty on 
Local Planning Authorities to designate as 
conservation areas any “areas of special 
architectural or historic interest the character 
and appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance”. 

It is the quality of the area rather than the 
individual buildings which should be the prime 
consideration in identifying conservation areas. 
It is also important that the concept is not 
devalued by designating areas lacking any 
special interest. 
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Figure 39: Map showing the boundary of Blisworth Conservation Area 

© Crown copyright and database right 2015. Ordnance Survey 100022487 
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Grand Union Canal Conservation Area  
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7. Management Plan 

7.1 Policy Context 

The Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a duty on 
Local Planning Authorities to formulate and 
publish proposals for the preservation and 
enhancement of their conservation areas. 
Conservation Area Management Proposals 
should be published as part of the process of 
area designation and review. Their aim is to 
provide guidance through policy statements to 
assist in the preservation and enhancement of 
the conservation area.  

 

7.2 Threats 

Blisworth is an attractive working village. 
However, there are a number of threats and 
issues arising which have the potential to 
detract from its historic character. Addressing 
these now offers the opportunity to enhance the 
conservation area. Positive conservation 
management will ensure the on-going protection 
to preserve and enhance the village’s special 
character. 

Blisworth was designated as a Restricted Infill 
Village in the South Northamptonshire Local 
Plan adopted in 1997. Policy H5 of that plan 
(saved in part in September 2007) restricts 
development within such villages to the infilling 
of a small gap in an otherwise built frontage; or 
a small group of dwellings or the conversion of 
existing buildings. 

Such development and the increasing 
urbanisation and extension of existing 
properties could, if not handled sensitively, pose 
a threat to the character and appearance of 
Blisworth Conservation Area, which could lead 
to the erosion of its special character.  

The main threats to the built form are the 
cumulative often small-scale alterations that 
occur to unlisted buildings within the village. 
These changes may include the replacement of 
traditional windows, doors, roofing materials, 
inappropriate wall repairs and pointing with 

unsympathetic modern alternatives, which can 
cause the erosion of the character and 
appearance of the conservation area. 

Such alterations to unlisted residential 
properties are often classed as permitted 
development and out of the Local Planning 
Authority’s control with planning permission not 
being required. 

Figures 40 and 41 show how altering the 
windows in a property and replacing them with 
modern PVCu alternatives can change the 
character of a property. It is often small 
elements such as the increase in thickness of 
the frame, the changing of opening mechanism 
and the lack of functioning glazing bars that 
alter the character of the property substantially. 
The character of the area can therefore be 
quickly eroded through the use of 
unsympathetic materials, designs and the loss 
of original features. 

Figure 40 and 41: Figure 40 (above) shows a more 
traditional timber casement window in contrast to the 

modern PVCu window seen in Figure 41 (below) 
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It is not just inappropriate alterations to 
dwellings that pose a threat. Ill-considered 
alterations and poor maintenance within the 
public realm can also result in the loss of an 
area’s special character and appearance. 
Signage, street furniture and public utilities can 
have a cumulative effect on the quality of the 
streetscape. 

The aim of the management proposal is not to 
prevent changes, but to ensure that such 
changes are sympathetic to and enhance the 
character and appearance of the conservation 
area. 

 

7.3 Management proposals 

1. Sensitive new development in the 
 conservation area 

To be successful any future development within 
the conservation area needs to be mindful of the 
local character as appraised in the document 
above, whilst at the same time being distinctly of 
the 21st century and addressing contemporary 
issues such as sustainability. Successful new 
development in historic areas should: 

 Relate well to the geography and history 
of the place and the lie of the land. 

 Sit happily in the pattern of existing 
development and routes through, in and 
around it. 

 Respect important views. 

 Respect the scale of the neighbouring 
buildings. 

 Use material and building methods which 
are as high in quality as those on existing 
buildings. 

 Create new views and juxtapositions 
which add to the variety and texture of 
their setting. 

 

 

Action 1: 

New development must respond sensitively 
and creatively to the historic environment. 

 

2. Protect surviving historic architectural 
 forms 

As a result of the quality of buildings within the 
village and the number of buildings without 
statutory protection, there has been some 
incremental loss of traditional architectural 
detailing and features in the conservation area. 
The replacement of traditional windows, doors 
and roofing with inappropriate materials and 
designs is a negative feature that affects both 
the individual building and the wider area. 

Owners of significant properties, not just those 
that are listed, should be encouraged to 
maintain the traditional materials and features 
that are found in Blisworth. Owners are also 
encouraged to replace inappropriate features 
with traditional materials. 

Establishing a list of locally significant buildings 
and policies for their protection would be 
encouraged in the forthcoming Local Plan. 

Action 2: 

Consider the imposition of Article 4 
Directions on buildings of significance 
across the conservation area to ensure that 
positive architectural details and features 
are retained and any alterations do not harm 
the character of the conservation area. 

Action 3: 

Establish a list of locally significant 
buildings and policies for their preservation 
as part of the forthcoming Local Plan. 
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7. Management Plan 

3. Boundary walls 

Boundary walls and strong boundary lines are a 
significant feature of Blisworth Conservation 
Area. Any new boundaries should be 
constructed of suitable stone and be of an 
appropriate height and coursing to fit well with 
existing walls. 

Any new boundaries should be clearly 
delineated and be of an appropriate material 
and height. Any new or existing development 
that is set back from the highway should create 
strong boundary treatments to maintain and 
enhance the sense of enclosure and built form 
as seen across the conservation area. 

Action 4: 

Boundary walls which make a positive 
contribution to the character of the 
conservation area will be retained. New 
boundary treatments should fit with the 
character of existing boundaries. 

Action 5: 

Any new or existing development that is set 
back from the street should be encouraged 
to create strong boundary treatments to 
maintain a sense of enclosure. 

 

4. Paving and surfacing 

Opportunities should be taken to enhance areas 
of paving and kerbing where appropriate. 
Careful design and sensitive use of materials 
will be expected in any future resurfacing works 
at Blisworth. 

Action 6: 

Encourage statutory undertakers to 
rationalise and remove unnecessary clutter 
within the conservation area and replace 
with appropriate solutions. Highways’ 
authorities should try to avoid the insertion 
of inappropriate kerbing and footpaths, 
which would have a harmful effect. 

 

5. Open spaces 

Open spaces play an important part in Blisworth 
Conservation Area. Opportunities should be 
taken to preserve and where appropriate 
enhance the character and appearance of these 
spaces. 

Action 7: 

Promote the sympathetic management of 
open spaces, including verges and banks. 

 

6. Renewable energy sources 

Whilst the Council is supportive of the 
sustainable energy agenda it also recognises 
that many sources of renewable energy and 
micro-generation have the potential to harm the 
character and appearance of a conservation 
area. Care therefore needs to be taken to 
balance the needs of climate change with the 
preservation of the historic environment. 

Action 8: 

Encourage the sympathetic location of solar 
panels, wind turbines etc to inconspicuous 
roofslopes and building elevations where 
they will not have a detrimental impact on 
the character and appearance of the 
conservation area. 

 

7. Satellite antennas 

Satellite and radio antennas are non-traditional 
features which have the potential to disfigure 
the appearance of traditional buildings. Care 
must be taken to ensure that they are located 
where they will not have an impact on the 
significance of heritage assets and the 
character and appearance of the conservation 
area. 

Action 9: 

Require the location of satellite antennas in 
inconspicuous sites to prevent harm to the 
historic character and visual appearance of 
the area. 
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7. Management Plan 

8. Telegraph poles, lamp standards and 
 overhead cables  

The visual impact of overhead wires, telegraph 
poles and lamp standards has the potential to 
dominate and disfigure the character and 
appearance of the conservation area.  

Action 10: 

Encourage the undergrounding of cables 
and wires to reduce the visual impact 
caused by these on the historic streetscape. 

 

9. Tree management 

Conservation area designation affords 
protection to trees from unauthorised felling or 
lopping. They contribute to the scale and form 
across the village and promote the rural 
character of the settlement. 

Action 11: 

Large mature trees should be retained 
wherever possible in order to preserve the 
character of the conservation area. 

 

10. Development affecting the setting of a 
 conservation area 

It is important that development around the 
conservation area does not harm the setting. 
Any development in or around Blisworth which 
affects the setting of the conservation area 
should have regards to views in and out of it, 
the setting of positive buildings and the 
character of the landscape. 

Action 12: 

The impact of development on the character 
and appearance of the conservation area 
should be considered. This applies equally 
to development outside the conservation 
area if it is likely to affect the setting of the 
conservation area. 

 

 

11. Protect archaeological remains 

Blisworth has been inhabited for many centuries 
and buried evidence of past occupation may 
survive in the village. Development proposals 
should take into account the potential for 
remains of archaeological interest. Professional 
advice should be sought and appropriate 
assessment undertaken. 

Action 13: 

Development which involves below-ground 
excavation must have regard to the potential 
remains of archaeological interest. 
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8. Sources of Further Information 

8.1 Sources 

Andrews, B (2005) Blisworth in 1805—A walk 
back in time through a Northamptonshire 
village.  

Baker, G (1822) The History and Antiquities of 
the County of Northamptonshire, Volume 1. 
London: JB Nichols and Son 

Bridges, J (1791) The Histories and Antiquities 
of Northamptonshire, Volume 1. Oxford:T Payne 

Clinch, M C (1939) The Story of Blisworth. 
Brackley: Smart & Co. 

Department of Communities and Local 
Government (2012) National Planning Policy 
Framework 

English Heritage (2001) Understanding Place: 
Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal and 
Management. 

Marsh, T (2004) Blisworth: the development of a 
village.  

Pevsner, N (1973) The Buildings of England, 
Northamptonshire. London: Yale University 
Press. 

RCHM (1982) County of Northampton, 
Archaeological sites, Volume 4, South West. 
London: HMSO. 

 

8.2 Internet sources 

 www.blisworth.org.uk 

 www.british-history.ac.uk 

 www.englishheritage.org.uk 

 www.visionofbritain.org.uk 

 

8.3 Further information 

Further information on the local history of 
Northamptonshire can be found at: 

 Northamptonshire Record Office 

 Northamptonshire & Oxfordshire Libraries 

South Northamptonshire Council have also 
produced some guidance notes on conservation 
areas which provides further information on 
what designation means. This can be found at 
the following address: 

 www.southnorthants.gov.uk/3891.htm 

There are also a wide range of national 
societies devoted to the study and conservation 
of historic areas and buildings, a few of which 
are listed below: 

Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings (SPAB) 

www.spab.org.uk 

A good source of practical information about 
looking after buildings of all periods. 

Ancient Monuments Society 

www.ams.org.uk 

Devoted to the study and conservation of 
ancient monuments, historic buildings and fine, 
old craftsmanship with a particular interest in 
church buildings. 

Georgian Group 

www.georgiangroup.org.uk 

Interested in the study and conservation of 18th 
and early 19th century buildings. 

Victorian Society 

www.victoriansociety.org.uk 

Interested in the appreciation and conservation 
of 19th and early 20th century buildings of all 
types. 

The following sites are a useful source of local 
history information: 

 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk  
Historic public records online. 

 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/         
Digital library of local history resources 
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8. Sources of Further Information 

8.4 Copyright 

All Ordnance Survey maps are reproduced 
under licence. Ordnance Survey maps may not 
be copied or reproduced without the permission 
of Ordnance Survey. 

The text and photographs in this document may 
not be used for profit and must be appropriately 
referenced if reproduced. 

 

8.5 Community involvement and 
 adoption 

With thanks to Hilary Spurrier and Beryl 
Andrews of Blisworth Heritage Society for the 
time and assistance in the research of this 
document. 

The appraisal is not intended to be 
comprehensive and the omission of any 
particular building, feature or space should not 
be taken to imply that it is not of interest. 

This Conservation Area Appraisal and 
Management Plan was subject to public 
consultation. Now agreed and adopted by South 
Northamptonshire Council it will become a 
material consideration in the determination of 
planning applications within the conservation 
area and its setting and the making of other 
decisions. 

Please note that the information contained 
within this appraisal is correct at the time of 
publication. South Northamptonshire Council 
cannot be held liable for any changes that may 
have occurred since that time. 
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